NOT CONCERNED WITH ANY ATTRIBUTE

be inferred that he was benevolently disposed and
had a greater sufficiency of taels than he could
otherwise make use of. He also involved himself,
for the benefit of those whom he esteemed, in
transactions connected with pieces of priceless
jade, jars of wine of an especially fragrant char-
acter, and pictures of reputable antiquity. In
the written matter of these transactions (for it is
useless to conceal the fact that Wang Ho was in-
capable of tracing the characters of his own name)
he employed a youth whom lie never suffered to
appear from beyond the background. Cheng Lin
is thus brought naturally and unobtrusively into
the narrative.

Had Cheng Liii come into the world when a
favourably disposed band of demons was in the
ascendant he would certainly have merited an
earlier and more embellished appearance in this
written chronicle. So far, however, nothing but
omens of an ill-destined obscurity had beset his
career. For many years two ambitions alone had
contained his mind, both inextricably merged into
one current and neither with any appearance of
eVer flowing into its desired end. The first was
to pass the examination of the fourth degree of
proficiency in the great literary competitions, and
thereby qualify for a small official post where, in
the course of a few years, he might reasonably
hope to be forgotten in all beyond the detail of
being allotted every third moon an unostentatious
adequacy of taels. This distinction Cheng Lin felt
to be well within his power of attainment could he
but set aside three uninterrupted years for study,
but to do this would necessitate the possession
of something like a thousand taels of silver, and
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